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What 1s a soil profile?

A soil profile consists of several soil
horizons.

O horizon

— humus on the ground surface.
A horizon

— Top soil.

— Rich in organic matter. Typically
dark color.

— Also called zone of leaching.
B horizon
— Subsoil.
— Also called zone of accumulation.
— May contain soluble minerals such

as calcite in arid climates (caliche).

C horizon
— Weathered bedrock (rotten rock).
— Bedrock lies below the soil profile.

A horizon

E horizon

8 horizon

pracations boundsry

C horizon
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Table 1. Average available water content for various soil
textural classes.

Wilting Field ‘ Available

e point capacity water

(% moisture)

Sand 5 12 7
Sandy loam 9 21 12
Loam 16 36 20
Silt loam 18 39 21
Clay loam 24 39 15
Silty clay 24 39 13
Clay 27 39 12
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